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“Chitradurga BJP MP can’t
enter village as he is a Dalit

Times News Netw Rgt \) g

Bengaluru: BJP from
Chitradurga, A Narayanas-
wamy, was barred from visi-
ting a village in his constitu-
encyasheisaDalit, with villa-
gers arguing the entry of an
“untouchable” would bring
misfortune upon them. The
minister, accompanied by offi-
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Cials, had gone o Pemmana-
halli, about 150km from Beng-
aluru, on Monday to begin de-
velopment work in the region.

Though stunned by the

village’s resistance, the MP

said hewould not lodgea poli-
ce complaint. “FIRs are not
answerstosocial evils. Wene-

ed to educate them,” hesaid.

1t was on such a mission
that Narayanaswamy went to

! Pemmanahalli in Pavagada,

among the most backward ta-
luks in Tumakuru district, on

= Embarrassed
extends invitati

» Continued from page 1
Tor iialld
n a damage-control exer-
cise, members of Gollara-
hatti, a settlement of Gol-
las, on Tuesday extended
an invitation to Narayanas-
wamy to visit the village.
Soon after the MP was
turned away, embarrassed
community leaders swung
into action and called a meet-
ing in Pemmanahalli.
Sri Krishna Yadavananda
Swami of Chitradurga

rushed to

urged villagers to do away
with the practice. There was,
however, no mention of Mon-
day’s incident or of giving up
untouchability.

The MP said he would re-
village. “They are
after all. T will do

turn tothe
my voters,

" FIRs are not the
answer to social evils.

We need to educate them
and make them understand
what they are practising is

~_ against the faw and,
more importantly,
against
humankind
’ A Narayanaswanty
g '%éh ,&‘ JcHrTRADURGA MP

Monda

lage, he was stopped and told
that as a Madiga, an untou-
chable, he could not proceed
further. Representativesof so-
me NGOs, including Naraya-
na Hrudayalaya Foundation,
and others accompanying the
MP were allowed to enter.

For decades, the village,
comprising 150 Golla families,
has been barring Dalits in the
belief that their entry will
bringharmto them. Tronically,

AN :
rushed to the village and qrged
residents to end the practice

the village and

villagers

4+ 4alrne tn make

y eventng AT e et
rance of the Golla (Yadav) vil-

igsue and 1 don't
divide to go deeper.
a need for creating awareness
among villagers and Iwilldo
that in coming days.”

Narayanaswamy polled a ma-
jority of the Golla votes in the
Lok Sabha elections in May.
Taken aback, the MP rea-
soned with the villagers, most-
ly priests of the community,
then protested that discrimi-
nation against a caste would
attract punishment. Villagers
did not budge even when thre-
atened with legal action and
maintained that no Dalit has

ever, enter e village. Poli-
= *ﬁg oﬁi&c'm ‘the

MP watched as the faceoffcon-
tinued for about half an hour.
Narayanswamy left in a huff.
A video of the conversation
went viral and the state go-
vernment ordered an inquiry.

“This blind belief exists
where priests of the Yadav
community are there,” said
Narayanaswamy. “T didn’t
expect they would do this to
thelocal MP.” -
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community
on to leader
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their lives better,” he said. “1
am angry, but Thave decided
not to file a complaint. The
are divided on the

want this
There is



